
Threadworm (Strongyloides stercoralis) life cycle

L3 pentrate the skin 
of the definitive host

L3 migrate to the 
small intestine and 
mature into adults

parasitic adult female 
deposits eggs in 

intestinal mucosa of 
small intestine

L1 develop into 
infective, third-stage 

larvae (L3)

first stage larvae (L1) 
passed in the faeces

L1 develop 
into free-living 
adult worms

rhabditiform larvae 
hatch and migrate to 

intestinal lumen

Eggs 
produced by 

fertilised 
female
worms
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L1 in the large intestine 

develop into L3, penetrate 
intestinal mucosa (or 

perianal skin) and migrate 
to other organs

develop 
into infective, 

third-stage 
larvae (L3)

first stage larvae 
(L1) hatch from 

embryonated eggs


