
Dog tapeworm (Echinococcus granulosus) life cycle

DEFINITIVE HOST
ingests raw

offal containing 
hydatid cysts

eggs passed in
faeces into the
environment

eggs passed in
faeces into the
environment

humans can ingest eggs by 
hand-to-mouth contact with 
dog faeces or direct contact 

with dog and/or can be 
infected by ingestion of eggs 

from the environment or 
contaminated food

INTERMEDIATE HOSTS
ABERRANT HOST

ingest eggs from the environment
eggs contain
oncospheres

hydatid cysts develop
from oncospheres


